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LOOKING BACK:
The Boise – Oñati study abroad
program, 1974-75

PART I: From the Boise State Basque Studies website
http://basquestudies.boisestate.edu/gutaz-basques/gutaz-our-program/onati-program/

Having had success in being awarded a National Endowment of the Humanities (NEH) matching
grant in the early 1970s, Boise State’s Pat Bieter and four other Boiseans traveled to the Basque
Country for a summer of studies. It was then that Professor Bieter meeting with Jon Bilbao, decided
to work together to develop a year-long study abroad program.
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A fine facility was available in the Gipuzkoan town of Oñati, in the heart of a primarily
Basque speaking region. “It was the perfect place to study,” said Bieter, partly because the dialect
spoken in Oñati is similar to the Bizkaian dialect of most Idaho Basques, and in the midst of
Francisco Franco’s repressive regime aiming to dissolve Basqueness, residents of the community
were eager to keep their language alive according to Bieter.

In 1974 Boise State University inaugurated the program, with eighty students making the
first trip including Dr. Bieter and his whole family. The classes and dormitories were all in one
building, the Colegio San Lorenzo, and soon the students began to connect with the local
community. In fact, thirty-five marriages between visiting students and Oñati natives soon followed.
There were many other benefits as well, in particular how it benefitted participants then by
extension the Boise Basque community upon their return. It helped to trigger a renewal among
Boise’s second and third generation Basques to learn Basque again; exposure and contacts with
dance groups in the Basque Country spurred the Boise Oinkari Basque dancers to expand their
repertoire to include other authentic dances.

The Oñati program continued for five years, then it was successfully merged with the creation of
the University Studies Abroad Consortium (founding members were Boise State University, and the
Universities of Nevada at Reno and Las Vegas) that today offers international learning
opportunities for college students that includes program in Donostia/San Sebastian and Bilbao in
the Basque Country.
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TESTIMONIAL FROM ORIGINAL STUDENT:

“Pat Beiter took his family, Carmelo Urza, now director of University Studies Abroad Consortium,
Jon Bilbao, one of the Father´s of Basque Studies at the University of Nevada, Jon Oñatibia,
euskaldun “peto, petoa”, Joe Eiguren, ditto and other faculty were also on board. Pat got the
Agustinian Father’s in Oñati and their new facility called San Lorenzo that also housed ETEO, a part
of the Mondragon educational system to be the campus. One Spanish tank led the way into town,
two bus loads of Americans, mostly students, and then another tank followed. That was how we
enter Oñati only to eventually win over the hearts of most of the population. We even brought
some of those hearts back here, and there were some that stayed there. It was a rocky start when
we didn’t know bombs had gone off [previously] in protest at our facility. Our group was fingered
out as CIA agent, especially those of us that were fluent in the native languages, to the point our
group pictures made the national Spanish magazines.” ~Anita Anacabe Franzoia

Farewell: Singing “Agur Jaunak”
[Source: http://sanlorenzotimes.ning.com/photo/singing-agur-jaunak?context=featured]
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PART II: “Adventure of a Lifetime” article from the Boise State University Focus
magazine (Winter 2000).

http://scholarworks.boisestate.edu/boga/vol3/iss1/5

4

LOOKING BACK: The Boise – Oñati Study Abroad Program, 1974-75

BOGA: Basque Studies Consortium Journal

5

